THE ZOOM PLAY THAT WENT WRONG
CHARACTERS:

MOLLY IVERSON (40’s or up) Playwright/ actor/ High strung. Triggered and seeking
payback through her writing.

MATTHEW PRICE (aka MATT) (40’s or up) A method actor. Old school teachings.
OFF SCREEN VOICE- an audience member (adult)
TIME: The present

PLACE: A ZOOM reading online

SYNOPSIS: Molly attempts to have a reading of her latest personal play but is
interrupted on Zoom by her former co star

AUTHOR’S NOTE: The actors should be old enough to be Martha and George in
“Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf” otherwise anything goes. The other audience
members are not actually seen even though they are referenced by MOLLY. However, If
any director wants to play with Zoom participation, Have at it!



AT RISE:

Molly turns on her camera. She starts speaking and
realizes she is muted. She makes a funny face and
unmutes herself.

MOLLY
Haha.. Technology. Still trying to get used to it. Thank you all for sticking around. I am
so grateful, We’re going to have a brief talkback before my next piece so you can all turn
on your cameras. Hi Mom...Sandy, Jarod, Bill? I can’t see you. The turn on video button
has that little line through it. At the left hand corner of your screen. Just click it. No that’s
the mute one. Ok There you are! Hi Bill. Hey Kyle.. Is that your dog? Cute!! Nice to
see... Oh My God!... Matt Is that you?

MATT
Shhh. It’s fine. Just go on.

MOLLY
When did you get here?

MATT

I’ve been here this whole time. I came to support the other actors.

(indicating them)
You were all great by the way. Best Zoom read ever... Really loved it. It’s all good.
We’re good.

MOLLY
I’m not good. This is my safe space.

MATT
My space too remember? Don’t worry. I’'m not here to cause trouble. You’re the host.
Mute me if you want, but this IS supposed to be a talk back, I always say “if you can’t
stand the heat”...You wanna bump me off Zoom ? Fine! But I am a part of this group you
know. I paid my membership dues...

MOLLY
You do NOT want to hear this play. I guarantee it.



MATT
No guarantees in life, Molly. I sat through that godawful play about the lantern fly with a
hernia. I sat through the 3 hour sock puppet crucifixion of Christ! And... 50 Fucking
ZOOM readings. The world is falling apart and everybody wants you to come to their
Z0OOM reading. But I am resigned. It’s like funerals, If you don’t come to theirs, they
won’t come to yours.

MOLLY
Ok. It’s your funeral then... Literally. Ladies and gentlemen of Zoom world, Since we are
strapped for time, and Matt has usurped talk back, I am going to move on to the next
play. Please turn off your cameras.

Matt turns his off

Nope. Bill, I can still see you. It’s at the bottom of your screen. No, you need the red line
through it. Thanks. And mute yourself. Who’s dog is that? Oh It’s a baby? Sorry.
Congrats. Can we... Great.

This is a true story, A zoom verite if you will... about an actor... a mediocre actor at
best.. Honestly, I hadn’t expected to publicly out him, but the Zoom gods have smiled
upon me. It just so happens that actor is right here. Right Now!

It’s... Matt Price! Come out come out! Olly Olly oxen free!!

Matt turns on his camera.

MATT
Hey!! Not fair! Resenting the disparaging remarks about my acting abilities. Only one of
us made it into the Actor’s Studio Molly. Only One. Remember that day? And I wasn’t
even the one auditioning. You’ve always had an alternative universe in your head. Which
is fine.You’re the writer. Write your truth. I’'m an actor. Actors ACT. That’s what we get
paid to do...Well most of the time anyway. Um...You’re sure you want me to keep my
camera on?

MOLLY
Yup. If you think you’re up for the challenge.

MATT
Never been one to turn down an opportunity. I’ll put on some pants, and get myself a
drink. I would suggest all of you do the same. Molly enjoys a twist. Soft ice cream,
alcohol, truth..Molly, You’re going to find the truths we cling to depend greatly on our
own point of view. The truth is what we make of it. That’s not just me talking.. I think
that’s Obi Wan Kenobi.



Matt pours himself a beer. If the actor is comfortable with
it, we see him putting on pants. He is wearing Spongebob
or some other ridiculous boxers.

I always found your take on this situation extremely amusing. Do carry on...

MOLLY

(to audience)
See how he undermines me? This is so like him. Mansplaining from Star Wars. This is
the way it felt to ME. I want you to see things through my eyes Matt. [ want you to
understand how I really felt.

MATT
A passive aggressive email wasn’t enough? Why this way Molly?

MOLLY
Because It’s real life!

MATT
So is diarrhea, but that doesn’t mean it should be presented to these nice people as
entertainment.

MOLLY
It’s my night. So if its all the same to you, ’'m going to continue.If you are afraid to face
the truth, Walk away. It’s easy to do on Zoom. Just turn off your camera and go on with
your life. You walked away from everything else.

MATT
I’'m no chicken. Anything you can dish out I can take! You look lovely, by the way. If
only Zoom could airbrush out your hostility.

MOLLY
Sorry for the interruption. I dare you to keep your camera on Matt. I double dog dare
you!

MATT
Are we back in middle school?

MOLLY
I want everyone to see your reactions. Zoom reality TV. Maybe it will catch on. Now,
without further ado “The burnt side of the pancake” by Molly Iverson. Scene One. 2018.
Theater was vital and booming. From backstage we could hear the deep resonant sound
of our beloved audience’s anticipatory chatter. We had word that an agent was in the
house. Clarence Bickle, who had won an Obie for the tragic story of Shlitzie the pinhead.



This was our moment. Our last performance of Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf, the
musical, at Courtyard Rep... A lovely little...

MATT
It was a hole. I got splinters in my ass from the wooden chairs. Sorry. My bad. Your
truth. Go on...

MOLLY
I was Martha. HE (points to MATT) was George.

MATT

(to audience)
Which was hilarious to begin with, because Molly is old enough to be my mother.

MOLLY
Maybe George had an Oedipus complex.

MATT
This George did not.

MOLLY
It seemed like it when you kissed me.

MATT
ACTING! Acting is the absence of acting. It’s believing in the truth of the moment you
are creating.You know who said that?

MOLLY
Brando?

MATT
Gary Busey.

MOLLY

Awesome. Another inspirational example of stability. It’s impossible to engage with
someone who never does the same thing twice. I was on my own out there. Wildly
compensating for all your improvisational screw ups.

MATT
If I recall my dear, it was YOU who changed the blocking at the last moment. Pulling my
chair out from under me. If I wasn’t such a good actor, it would have looked like your
mistake. But I covered it quite skillfully. Even added that ad lib about not taking a fall for
you. Got a big laugh as [ remember.



