


HEAVEN SENT
One act, approx. 55 min.

CHARACTERS:

GODFREY (Non-specific ethnicity, age or gender) - Overworked and underpaid middle 
management worker, possibly God. Gruff and rule-oriented.
CATHERINE (20’s) - Non-specific ethnicity. An angel in training. Innocent, naive and 
eager.
DOUG (30’s) - non-specific ethnicity. A malcontent.

TIME: The present
PLACE: Heaven and New York City

SYNOPSIS: A slightly curdled guardian angel story. An innocent young angel is 
assigned the task of improving the life of a surly malcontent - with no further 
instructions. Some good deeds can't go unpunished!

AUTHOR’S NOTE: As GODFREY may be The Supreme Being, the character can be 
portrayed by any ethnicity or gender. At an early reading, GODFREY was played by an 
African-American woman, which worked well. You may wish to gender-neutralize 
CATHERINE’S references to GODFREY, but I prefer to have DOUG continue to think 
GODFREY is a man, and respond accordingly. Don’t feel obligated to gender-neutralize, 
though, as CATHERINE might reasonably think GODFREY is just a middle 
management angel and not the Real Deal.



SCENE 1

Lights up on an office. There is a huge desk with 
piles of paperwork almost obliterating 
GODFREY, who is behind it. CATHERINE 
enters. She is young, in her 2Os, but looks and 
acts younger. She is filled with nervous 
excitement. She takes a seat in a large chair by 
the desk. Ideally, the chair is large enough to 
make CATHERINE appear even smaller. 
GODFREY organizes his/her papers so he/she 
can see CATHERINE.

GODFREY
So...

(Looks at his/her file)
Catherine. Your time has come. Are you ready for your big day?

CATHERINE
Oh, I am more than ready. I've done all my homework. I think I watched "It's a 
Wonderful Life" about 50 times.

GODFREY
That's a bit excessive, don't you think?

CATHERINE
Not much else to do while you're waiting. I also watched "Stairway to Heaven," "Here 
Comes Mr. Jordan," "Death Takes A Holiday" and "Meet Joe Black." Boy, that last one 
was awful. 

GODFREY
It doesn't really work like in the movies, you know. There are rules. Those film makers 
really didn't have a clue. I tried to help them but honestly, these artists and their visions... 
you can't tell them anything.

CATHERINE
Well, I have given this a lot of thought. I made a list of ways I thought I could be most 
helpful.

CATHERINE hands GODFREY a short piece of 
paper.
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GODFREY
Everybody has a list my dear. You see this stack of papers? Requests just from today!

GODFREY picks up a stack of papers.

GODFREY (CONT’D)
Go back in time and kill Hitler, save Carrie Fisher, solve the Kennedy conspiracy, 9/11, 
Bring back disco...

GODFREY sees that one and crumples it up 
immediately. If one has the use of flash paper, 
even better.

GODFREY (CONT’D)
There is no time travel. Not even from here. John Lennon and George Harrison have been 
working on an astral projection project, but it still needs work. They keep re-appearing in 
the bathroom of this one particular therapist. She committed herself last week, poor 
woman.

CATHERINE
Well, I was thinking more along the lines...

GODFREY
You can't go back and help your family. Nobody you know. It never works out, trust me.

CATHERINE
Please! My mom is in agony over this. She blames herself. She can't move on. She's been 
sleeping in my bed for the last year. My dad is totally lost. And my little sister is getting 
even weirder. Completely obsessed with death. She has a dead frog in a box under her 
bed! My parents have no clue!

GODFREY
It's where they need to be right now. In due time, we will send someone for them, but it 
can't be you.

CATHERINE
But why? Why can't people know the truth?

GODFREY
Try to imagine the chaos that would ensue if people knew there really was a heaven. The 
suicide rate would triple, quadruple! What would be the point of surviving anything? 
Why seek help on earth when peace up here is guaranteed? And rent free? The murder 
rate would skyrocket. Children with disabilities would be made into instant "angels" by 
parents who couldn't cope. We would have no painters or poets who channel their 
depression into art. The judicial system would fall apart. 

(MORE)
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You see, if heaven exists, it stands to reason the other place does, too. We would have a 
world where everyone was trying to get to, or send someone, one place or the other.

CATHERINE
Then why intervene at all? Why should I help someone I don't even know, while my own 
family falls apart?

GODFREY
We all have an opportunity to be an angel on earth. What you do with this opportunity is 
up to you. You don't have to go, Catherine. There are ways to earn your wings up here. 
You can teach classes.

CATHERINE
I used to rollerblade. Not much call for that up here. No, I want to go down. I need to go 
down. I never earned anything when I was alive. No girl scout badges, awards in school, 
My sister was the one who came home with stickers on her homework. I pretended like I 
didn’t care, but I don’t think I ever heard ‘Good Job” from anyone. I never had the 
opportunity to make my parents proud. I know they won’t ever know, but I’ll know. And 
God will know. God will know, right? I’ll do whatever it takes, but I ‘d rather not be one 
of those grim reapers, or a dementor from Harry Potter.

GODFREY
Who's Harry Potter?

CATHERINE
You have been up here quite a while haven't you? Who would I help?

GODFREY
His name is Richard, but he goes by Doug.

CATHERINE
OK, that makes no sense.

GODFREY
His last name is Harris. He was mercilessly teased by movie geeks. I get the Camelot 
reference, but what is a Dumbledore?

CATHERINE
Forget it. Guess you don't have much time for reading or movies up here. So, what is this 
guy's story? Other than his clueless parents?

GODFREY (CONT'D)
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GODFREY
Doug Harris has to be one of the most self sabotaging young men I ever... made. I am not 
sure where I went wrong. I gave him so many opportunities. He has a God-given - pardon 
the expression - talent for drawing, he's good looking, he plays guitar and piano, and 
women find his self deprecating humor charming. I have sent many his way. Doug 
always manages to screw things up. He's mostly a recluse now. Like your parents, he lost 
someone very dear to him. He’s consumed with guilt. Rarely leaves his home. 
Desperately unhappy. I think he's on the verge.

CATHERINE
Of what?

GODFREY
You know...

GODFREY makes a throat-slitting motion.

CATHERINE
Oh no!! But if he wound up here...

GODFREY
Can't - rules are rules. We are having a population explosion as it is, with all the senseless 
deaths. If one can be avoided...

CATHERINE
That seems very discriminatory to me. You make the rules, you can break them. But who 
am I to argue with the great and powerful Wizard of Oz? You saw that one, right?

GODFREY smiles.

CATHERINE (CONT'D)
So what is my mission, should I chose to accept it? You are not sending me down to be 
his girlfriend, like in the movies, right? 'Cause you know that's not the answer.

GODFREY
I am aware. Your job will be to assist him in regaining his confidence. Break him out of 
his catastrophic cycle before he spirals out of control. Here, Catherine, a sneak preview.

Lights up on Doug’s New York apartment. A 
picture of a lovely young woman (Joanna) is 
prominently on display, though the rest of the 
apartment is devoid of personal objects aside 
from his art in various stages of development. 
We see him angry and stomping around his 
apartment and looking in the couch for his keys. 
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The phone rings. He is distracted and has to 
find the phone which causes him more stress.

DOUG
What! Oh my God! Yes. I am well aware what time it is. I would have left by now if I 
could find my God-damned keys! I’m doing that! You calling me does not help my 
anxiety... If I knew that, I would have found them then, wouldn’t I? Oh, that’s helpful! 
How can I re-trace my steps when I haven’t left the apartment in weeks? I order in. What 
the fuck do you care? If I am not sleeping, I’m eating, shitting or playing online games. 
Sometimes simultaneously!... (BEAT) Well... I got fired. Yes, again! Thanks, Sis, for 
pointing out my copious failures. It’s not my fault the guy couldn’t take a joke. He kept 
pushing me for illustrations, so I sent him one. Larry Lemur eating Sammy Sloth’s 
testicles with a knife and fork. Come on! Kid’s animation is getting edgier every day... 
Fuck... Look, I can’t get to Jason’s Bar Mitzvah if I can’t find my keys, and I can’t find 
my keys with you nagging at me. Right! In New York City? Thieves smell an open door 
a mile away. They’ll steal all my shit! Ha-ha, very funny. I have lots of cool stuff. My 
vintage porn collection, for one. Look, I’m already going to be late. Just tell Jason I’ll 
send him a check... Post-dated until he is 21. Nice. Nice language. Fuck you, too!

Slams down the phone. Doug lies down on the 
couch. He lifts a pillow off the floor and finds 
his keys.

DOUG (CONT’D)
Fuck!

Pulls a blanket over his head. 

DOUG (CONT’D)
What is the point of anything? Fuck it all!

LIGHTS OUT ON DOUG

CATHERINE
Oh dear. I don't have much experience with these types of people.. Couldn't you start me 
off a little easier? Like, say, getting a cat out of a tree?

GODFREY
Doug is your person.You get one shot Catherine. But you can choose not to go. I’ll put 
your name back in the barrel and you can take your chances.
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CATHERINE
No. No. I waited long enough. There has to be more to life after death than movies and 
TV. Getting my wings is all I have been thinking about up here! If Doug is my person, 
then by golly, I will do my best. What else do I need to know?

GODFREY
Things are not as you left them. You will go down in human form of course, but 
unrecognizable to those who knew you before. We don't want to cause any trouble. We 
learned that lesson with Elvis. We will collect you when you have completed your task.

CATHERINE
What if I run into trouble? What if I need to come back?

GODFREY
Well, there is one thing I appropriated from the movies. You can click your heels 
together three times. I'm telling you this right at the beginning.

CATHERINE
Yeah. That sure as heck would have saved Dorothy a ton of trouble. Do I need snacks for 
the trip?

GODFREY
It happens in the blink of an eye. Are you ready?

CATHERINE
Beam me down, Scotty!

GODFREY does not get the reference. 
CATHERINE closes her eyes. GODFREY waves 
his/her hands. There is a blackout.

BLACKOUT
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